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What does Freemasonry Offer the World?

From the Short talk Bulletin Vol. XLIII August, 186
published by the Masonic Service Association of the
United States, Washington. D.C

Originally a talk given on the 100th AnniversaryBfrns Lodge #173,
Monticello, lowa June 15, 1965 by Alphonse CerzeeiRide Lodge
#862, Riverside lllinois. P.M. Waubansia Lodge #1BBicago, Illinois
member lllinois Grand Lodge Committee on Masoniorination, F.P.S

While Freemasonry in its present form has exisésd than 300 year
there have always been associations resemblinggtieiat Fraternity
Such groups were formed at various times and inynmdaices becaus
man is fundamentally a social creature; he hasnaerent need fo
friendship, love, and association with others.
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What is Freemasonry? A brief definition is: an argation of men
believing in the Fatherhood of God and the Brotbechof Man, using
the builder's tools as symbols to teach basic muxghs, thereby
impressing upon the minds of its members the catduirtues of
Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth which they shoagdply to everyday
activities.

If this description seems out of place in the cghigorld of today, let us
remember that "Man does not live by bread alonggérg& is a real need
for what is derisively called "the old-fashionedtwes."

Last summer Rosco Pound, one of the great menisfctuntry, laid
down the working tools of life after ninety-four ams of distinguished
labor on this earth. Many years ago he made afgignt observation
"Masonry has more to offer the twentieth centurgnttthe twentieth
century has to offer Masonry."

Why did he make this statement?

At the dawn of history man was confronted with mangblems: hunger,
the elements, disease, and other dangers. But &adlgm memory so
that he could profit from his experiences; latemeathe gift of
communication which enabled him to pass on his Eapees from
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generation to generation. Over the intervening wérd we have
increased our means of producing food, conquereaty rdgeases, an
solved most of the problems concerning the prdctigags of life. Yet
with all this progress in technological skills mhas not kept up hi
moral advancement. In spite of all the comfortoom@éd us in thig
modern world, we do not find happiness, peace tramdjuility.

As we look around us today, what do we find? Faiett individuals
unhappy people, everyone demanding more "right&ryene seeking
more "security”, a desire for more gadgets, ane@®e in community
problems and undeclared wars in many places. Emeryoinks "BIG"
about the production of things, accomplishing agpam, or handling
community matters.

What can we learn from Freemasonry which will Héky modern world?

First, Freemasonry is not a "mass medium". It warih and through
the individual member. We do not have group iritiaé; each membe
is taken alone and taught the lessons of a goedH#ich new member
prepared as an individual; he is the one impopanson who is initiated
then passed to the higher grades as he acquirsigmoy in the tasks a
hand. Certain members spend time with him alonthabhe may leart
the lessons exemplified by the degrees.

In Freemasonry the individual is all important. Wensider the
individual member the most important thing in therld. Bear in mind
that in every community we have plural persons; gannot have i
happy community unless the individuals who formt tb@mmunity are
individually happy. Under our form of governmenttindividual is
glorified; he is part of the nation's governing podnlike other political
ideologies which preach that the person is mereheans of serving th
government, we as Americans and as Masons sayhthajovernmen
exists to serve the people.

Freemasonry offers to the world today the basialitteat is being slowly
forgotten: that each individual is important andtthis personal welfar
counts.

Continued on page 10
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Second, Freemasonry is among the agencies whieh thi¢ world the
principle of the Fatherhood of God. In too manycpk God is the
forgotten element. Many of the prevailing "isms'stcaside the idea @
God as old-fashioned, superstitious, an opiateerRasonry has God as
its sole foundation stone.
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Freemasonry does not concern itself with the dogfoass of worship,
or the theology of any church. A Mason must proteselief in God and
immortality; but Freemasonry does not teach him héad manifests
himself to man or how man is reconciled with Got.isl true that
Freemasonry tries to enrich a member's belief id Bpinstructing him
in the moral law and the hidden secrets of nataceszience. It tries t
do that for every member.

Freemasonry therefore offers a tolerance for tligioas beliefs of all
men, to the point that they can meet and pray hagein complete
harmony. There is only one God, no matter what namegive Him.
Freemasonry has for centuries afforded men of reléds a chance to
meet together and to understand each other's leltbé Fatherhood qf
God. It is the only world-wide organization wheherte is no political or
religious discussion permitted.

Third, Freemasonry also offers the world the ppleithat follows
logically from what has just been said, "The Brofio®d of Man". If we
have a common Father, are we all not brothers?yragahear too little
about this ideal.

At every turn we hear of demands for "rights" oedtind or another
How often do we hear of duties or obligations? Frasonry teaches the
duties we owe to others; it teaches obligationsiteanembers owe the
families, their communities, and their country. iMdvery "right" there ig
a corresponding duty or obligation. The world todaymphasizing it$
demands for "rights”, but is conveniently forgedtiiis corresponding
duties. Freemasonry says nothing about "rightst, Has much to say
about the duties and obligations that each memies olf all of us dg
our duty, all will profit; and there is no need discuss "rights' wher
men do their duty, because justice will prevail.
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Fourth, Freemasonry evolved from the builder's dguibf the Middle
Ages, and therefore the word "work" plays an imaottpart in our
philosophy and our ceremonies.
Continued on page 12
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Freemasonry takes this idea of work from the oparaMasons an
converts it into a symbol. No longer do Freemaduarikl structures th
are visible, but we build a symbolic structure béracter, that house npt
built with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Our Federal Constitution assures us that we aitegnto the pursuit o
happiness. Too many people overlook the word "ptirand place the
stress on the word "happiness." This great chafteyovernment doe
not guarantee happiness; that is an individual enattt merely
guarantees the "pursuit*; or to put it in a diffearevay, it offers
opportunity to use your God-given skills so thatiyan work with themn
and secure happiness. This also is the aim of Freamny.
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Each candidate for the degrees receives this pilgsof life in a mosit
impressive manner. Suffice it to say here that Wiy of Life containg
all the lessons or rules adopted by all good meoovers the Golden
Rule. It teaches us that we are our Brother's keéigeaches that we can
best worship God by rendering service to our fetfeem. We are taugh
tolerance in all things. We are taught that honisstige only policy.
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It is true that these moral lessons are taughhénschools and in the
churches, but the method of teaching used in a Madodge is unique
Furthermore, these lessons can be taught withderterece to sectaria
creeds or dogmas. Masonic teaching is not redfridig¢ practical
considerations such as exist in a political orgaion. Freedom o
thought and expression can be taught and practitedut any referenc
to the results of the next election. Freemasonry landed together
many of the characteristics of churches, schoolsakclubs, and ethical
societies; but while resemblances with such orgdiazs can be noted,
none is exactly like the great organization the ldvoknows a
Freemasonry.

To summarize all this in just a few words, let nswer the question i
the title as briefly as possible. Freemasonry effes mankind a
emphasis on the importance of the individual, thelieb in the
brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of God,citrecept of th
dignity of work and its necessity for the pursuit lmappiness, th
opportunity to realize one's social aspirationgimorally constructiv
way, and a philosophy of life which can lead toiwwdlual, and therefor
community happiness. And the twentieth century lyeakeds wha
Freemasonry offers.
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